Visitation

A parent who does not receive custody normally is entitled to visitation with the child. The amount of visitation will vary with the desires of the parents and the inclinations of the judge. A common amount of visitation, however, is: every other weekend (Friday evening through Sunday); a week night (for dinner); half of the child's winter and spring breaks, alternate major holidays; Fathers' Day or Mothers' Day, as applicable; and two to six weeks in the summer. 

If parents live far apart and regular weekend visitation is not feasible, it is common to allocate more summer vacation and school holidays to the noncustodial parent.

For parents who do not like the term "visitation" or "custody," it is possible to draft a custody and visitation order that leaves out those terms and just describes the times at which the child will be with each parent.

A court can deny or restrict visitation if the court believes the child might be placed in danger by the visitation. For example, if the noncustodial parent has molested the child, is likely to kidnap the child, or is likely to use illegal drugs or excessive amounts of alcohol while caring for the child, a court probably will deny visitation or restrict visitation. If visitation is restricted, visitation might be allowed only under supervision, such as at a social service agency or in the company of a responsible relative.

Sidebar:   Very Specific Custofy and Visitation Orders 

If parents are prone to conflict or if they like a high level of detail, it may be desirable to have a very specific custody and visitation order covering as multitude of issues, including:

· Specification of weekends of visitation (perhaps with reference to weekends that begin on the

· Lists of holidays, winter breaks, and spring breaks, perhaps using odd and even years to keep track of which parent has which holidays in a given year

· Allocation of special school holidays and institute days (that may not be the same as legal holidays)

· Specific pick-up and drop-off times

· Designation of which parent will hold the birthday parties to which the child invites friends--perhaps alternating years

· Periods of notice required for choosing summer vacation time with the children 

Notification of where the child will be when out of town

· Agreements for parents to try to accommodate each other if the parents must travel out of town on business or are otherwise not able to be with the children for a designated period

· Agreements to share or provide copies of school and medical records (federal law requires that both parents have access to school records unless a court orders otherwise)

· Agreements to notify the other parent of teacher conferences, athletic events, and other events involving the child

· Agreements for the parents to consult with each other about what extra-curricular activities the child will be involved in

· Agreements to make the child available for special events regardless of the custody or visitation schedule--for example, to make the child available for family weddings, reunions, and funerals

· Agreements to allow the child telephone contact with the other parent (times and frequency could be specified)

· Agreements to not interfere with (or to perhaps encourage) the child's relationship with the other parent

· Agreements to notify the other parent of change in address, telephone number, or employment

